The GOOD News

The Newsletter of the First Congregational Church of Haddam 2010

March

WHATO0OS UP?

LAITY SUNDAY: March 7
Be sure to be on hand for worship
Sunday, March 7 when members of
the Diaconate will be leading worship
and preaching while Pastor Michael is

Rev. Davida Crabtree Resigns
Effective in May, Davida Crabtree will
resign as our Conference Minister.
Read her letter on page 4.

March 7
3rd Sunday in Lent
Worship 10:00 am
Laity Sunday

Isaiah 55:1-9 in California visiting family. This is a
Psalm 63:1-8 Saturday, concrete way to demonstrate the
1 Corinthians 10:1-13 March 6th notion that we are all ipri est so
Luke 13:1-9 Chr i minigirg. Lay ministers have
March 14 Scrapbook Event much_ to add to our worship
4th Sunday in Lent Crop 6til You e)r(pec;'egce'
Worship 10:00 am A community wide Scrapbooking
New Member Service Event to raise money t N Q= A
One Great Hour of Sharing nt _ y to support W/ 5 : [‘
Daylight Savings begins Christian Ed. will tt)he held in Fellowship é ® 1 '///.
Joshua 5:9-12 Hall on March 6" from 9:00 a.m. i HOLY -WE E K

Psalm 32
2 Corinthians 5:16-21
Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32

March 21
5th Sunday in Lent
Worship 10:00 am
Isaiah 43:16-21
Psalm 126
Philippians 3:4b-14
John 12:1-8

March 28
Palm Sunday
Worship 10:00 am
Isaiah 50:4-9a
Psalm 31:9-16
Philippians 2:5-11
Luke 22:14-23:56

April 4
Easter Day
Worship 6:30 am
Haddam Meadows
10:00 am
Isaiah 65:17-25
Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24
2 Corinthians 15:19-26
John 20:1-18

8:00 p.m. Organize your photos into a
memory album and make all your
holiday cards!

New Member Orientation
Sunday March 7 there will be a new
member orientation immediately
following worship in the Trinity House.
If you would like to become a member
of FCCH, please speak to Pastor
Michael or Kristin Battistoni.

pasty
Dinner

Saturday, March 27
5:30 - 7:00 pm

Adults: $8.00 Child: $5.00
Family max: $25.00

Proceeds will go towards scholorships to the
following youth events: UCC NE Youth Event,
Silver Lake Summer Conferences, and
October's Overlook Farm trip.

Ticket sales during coffee hour or pay al the door.

MAUNDY THURSDAY, APRIL 1:
7:30 TENEBRAE

EASTER, APRIL 4:
SUNRISE SERVICE 6:30
HADDAM MEADOWS
BREAKFAST TO FOLLOW AT FCCH

10:00 WORSHIP
FOLLOWED BY EASTER EGG HUNT

G
FORWARD

DAYLIGHT SAVINGS
TIME!

Before you go to bed on March 13,
set your clocks ahead. More daylight!
Yeah!!!!
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A NOTE FROM THE PASTOR

Each Ash Wednesday, | am reminded of the words of committal from the Funeral service: "Therefore we commit his body
to the ground, earth to earth, ashes to ashes, dust to dust.”

Those words are spoken for the very first time in the garden of Eden, after Adam and Eve eat of the tree of the knowledge
of good and evil. God says to them, "Dust thou art, and to dust thou shalt return." These words are a stark reminder of
whence we arose, and where, all other factors being equal, we shall return. We are by nature a walking, talking, thinking,
doing package of dust and ashes.

There is not much intrinsic value in dust and ashes. Gardeners know that ashes can be used to help grow plants, but
otherwise they are pretty worthless. In fact, ashes are often less than worthless; they can be a hindrance and a liability.
We can't make them pretty by painting them or make them smell good by spraying perfume on them. Dust is dust, ashes
are ashes, and the plain fact is they both are largely to be avoided.

And we are the same: when all is said and done, our righteousness is like rags upon us; our virtue is but a spray of
perfume upon thoughts and feelings and deeds that are best buried and forgotten.

So why do we bother smearing ashes on our foreheads? Why do we gather and remember how insignificant we are?
Because when we gather on Ash Wednesday to remember who we are, we also gather to remember who God is and
what God has done for us in and through Jesus. In spite of our desire to think of ourselves as unique, moral, even worthy,
we are not; we are merely ashes, except for the one magnificent truth which informs creation: all other factors are not
equal.

God has given us a way out of our plight of "ashes to ashes, dust to dust". It is the way of the Cross. The death of
Jesus was God's way of placing a sign of infinite value upon that which would otherwise be worthless. During the Lenten
season, we come to realize that God has chosen to give us a n i o tiféhtlean thafi which leads to the dust heap and the
ashpitt. To partici partde Gddbsttslrilys hfadt we accept Godds mercy, t hat
and repent and believe in Godbés Son.

He asks us too that we try to practice a piety that is based on his loved and not motivated by thoughts of human praise or
reward. Wemustt ry to show a righteousness tathe thanimetivatead sy eemonstratingso d 6
our virtue to others.

Christ has committed himself to us and given to us a sign of that commitment--the cross. During the season of Lent, we
Christians take that sign upon ourselves; we re-commit ourselves to God and the way that his Son has shown us.

We remember that the words of the committal service do not stop with "earth to earth, ashes to ashes, dust to dust,” but
continue "trusting in God's great mercy by which we have been born anew to a living hope through the resurrection of
Jesus Christ from the dead."

These words we should always remember, for we are born anew to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ,
a hope that comes to us because of the mercy and the love of God for his people; a hope that comes because God has
acted in and through Jesus to open the way to new life to all who repent and believe in the good news that he proclaimed.

Thanks be to God who gives us the victory. Amen.

Pastor Michael




The Good News March 2010

CHURCH FAMILY NEWS

Great News! FCCH has received a large anonymous donation toward the capital repairs to the Sanctuary. We
would like to thank the donor tangibly, so there is a thank you card in the vestibule, and also two more in the Fellowship
Hall (on the card table near the kitchen and on the piano) which we would like you to sign. Please take a minute before or
after the 10:00 am service to write a note or simply sign your name.

When you are hospitalized, you or your family members should notify the church as soon as possible. Upon admission
to the hospital, you will be asked if you desire to have your religious affiliation as part of your medical record, and for
permission to make your name available to clergy. Please state both your denomination and church name.

Please remember the following in your prayers: Raoul and Jerry Leuteritz, Martha Halligan, John McCormick,
Janice McCormick, Carroll Kann, former conference minister and his wife Joyce, Joan Rigoulot, Ed Rigoulot, Peg
Corcoran, Scott, Carrie, Carol, Michael Zimmerman, Ella Christianson, the Berry family, Rhonda Gardner, Andrew
Purdy, Rev. Davida Crabtree, Rev. M. J. Hinchliff, Rena, Robyn Sparks, Peg Widegren and Jackie Anderson.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!

The following children and youth will be celebrating a birthday this month:

Julie Faust March 2
Alison Halligan March 7
Jillian LaRosa March 16
Robert Maynard March 18
Ryan Maynard March 19
Daniel LaRosa March 23

As we all know, kids are not the only ones who enjoy birthday celebrations! Please let the church office know the date of
your birthday or wedding anniversary so we can put it in the newsletter and celebrate the good news together. (fcc-
haddam@att.net or 345-2742)

Church/Activity Cancellations

With a bad winter still upon us, there may be need to cancel church activities or worship. Please tune in to WFSB TV
(CBS, channel 3) in Hartford or WTIC (1080 AM) on your radio for announcements.

FROM THE CONNECTICUT CONFERENCE

WOMENGOGS SPI RAT YREGATARIE SACRED CHANT APRIL 16-18
Al'l women are invited to attend the CT Conference Wome
details and registration go to the UCC website at www.stuss.org/events/pdfs/20200416.

SPRING ACTION WEEKEND APRIL 23-25

Action Weekends are your chance to give something back to Silver Lake. There is a long history of people coming to the
lake the last weekend in April to help clean the property and prepare for the summer ahead. It is a great chance to see
friends that you met here in summers past and to meet new friends too. Through raking the grounds, opening up cabins,
filling wood bins, and a number of other outdoor work projects you are sure to have a great time. So put on your work
gloves and come join us in the beautiful foothills of the Berkshires this spring. Arrival Time is 7:00 pm Friday and
departure is 2:00 pm Sunday. High School students and all Silver Lake alum are invited to attend. The cost is $40 for
High School Students. Call or e-mail Silver Lake to let us know you are coming. To register, go to the Silver Lake web
site at silverlake.ct.org. You will find the Quick Links section under the Silver Lake logo and click on Online Registration.
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ANNUAL MEETING

The 143™ Annual Meeting will take place Saturday, May 8, 2010, from 9 AM to 4:30 PM at the First Congregational
Church of Madison. Please reserve this date. Speakers are The Rev. Stephen L. Sterner who is Executive Minister of
the United Churc h of Chr i st 6 s L oandthe Re\sn Gamerbn TMinbia who is theeegecutive co-director of
the Center for Progressive Renewal, a church planting and resourcing organization affiliated with the United Church of
Christ.

Davida Crabtree ¢ o n trongage 1)

.-{9// = \Q—_};\. ('.()1:1]1ec.1i(:.ut (:011}:ere11_('e
‘= United Church of Christ

| 125 Sherman Street
Hartford, CT 0G105-2281

February 18, 2010
To The Board of Directors of the Connecticut Conference
Grace and peace to you in the name of Jesus Christ who unites and insfarefaithfulness in all the times of our live

With that poignant mixture of joy and sadness that such a moment carries, | write to tell you of my plan to retire
as your Conference Ministeihe events of the past two years in my persandlfamily life have made it abundantly
clear to me that now is the time for this transition.

When | was called to this position in 1996, | accepted with great joy for it was the Connecticut Conference that t
it possible at Silver Lake in 1936r a girl from a tiny church in the rural Litchfield Hills to imagine herself an ordair
minister some daylt was this Conference that inspired my commitment to parish ministry and to justice ministrie
was this Conference thatled me intoafadtwir vi si on of Godos worl d than
Coming home to serve you and to serve with you has been deeply meaningful for me.

Over these years, we have together sought to know the mind of Christ for oWda§.v e omevhe strains that wel
present in 1996, and have probably found some new desdeveloped a new staffing model with deployed Regior
Ministers, trying to get as close to the churches as possible so we could assist you as much asTpgstiseve
strengthened the partnership with the Kykn@resbytery in South Korea and established a second partnership wit
Iglesia Menonita de ColombidlVe set up strong processes for safe churches and for dealing with misconduct by
authorized ministers a@nwe developed resources for the spiritual and pastoral care of cWeggupported the missior
of Amistad Americaand were present at her laundlie responded to the horrific events of September 11, 2001 wil
prayer and healing ministrie$Ve withstad the aftereffects economically and psychologically. We launched the Nc
for the Future Campaign: the Churchesé Campaign f
renew that sacred space even though the goal remains uliviechosed General Synod for the 50th Anniversary of t
United Church of Christ, and what a glorious week that was!

Over these years, through times of challenge and times of rejoicing, we have together been privileged to have ¢
Your prayers for mén 20082009 and for my husband, David, now in 20, have lifted us into the healing gract
God. If I have any wish in this moment, it would be that you would pray for your Conference and for its churches
powerfully and as passionately as y@avé prayed for usThere is power in that prayer, to bind you together and to
create new life and possibility.

| give thanks to God for each of the staff with whom | have been privileged to work over these fourteefhaaese
deeply dedicated tgour wellbeing and to your futuréAnd | give thanks for all those who have led this Conference
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Moderators and Board chairs, as committee and ministry team members, as deans and counselors at Silver Lal
delegates to Annual Meeting$.ogether pu are strong and resilient.

I have great confidence in you as the Connecticut Conference, and in the leadership that is Woplagk have a goot
experience in your search for a new Conference Minister and in reshaping your identity and yeul hguHoly Spirit
will truly guide you through this timé may it be adventurous and full of faithful creativity!

I will miss you all, for in my retirement | will, of course, observe the ethical guideline@gl no longer be your
Conference Ministeand you will no longer turn to me for guidance or leadershipill give only support to my
successors, as | have been privileged to receive from my predecdssitirpray for you regularly.

On May 15, my last day of work, | will hold you befde®d in prayer and commend you to one another, for you are
Connecticut Conference, a |l oving, generous, faith

Sincerely in Christ,
Rev. Dr. Davida Foy Crabtree
Conference Minister

C: UCC General Minigtr and President Rev. Geoffrey Black
The Council of Conference Ministers

THANKS FROM FOLKS IN OUR COMMUNITY

FROM THE CHI HOME BNNCRGMWELL
Then you so much forthe Val entineds Day gr eet i ng shallwayuwassfiked with banners, u r
posters, cards and flyers. The children received candy and small gifts and most of all a sense that others were thinking
about and praying for them. (from Sharon Graves, Events Coordinator)

FROM THE CONNECTICUT CONFERENCE

Pl ease accept my thanks f €@h uy cMidérdisdion. The Hadt shat gau fveresablé to contiue r
your giving in spite of the difficult financial times through which we are living is a testament to your faith in the hope and
promise of the Gospel. (from Davida Crabtree, Conference Minister)

Thank you for being among the compassionate who have heard the cries of our sisters and brothers in Haiti and have
responded with a generous donation to the UCC Haiti Earthquake Relief Fund. Your gift of $1735 will do much to help
alleviate the suffering of those who struggle to survive among the e a r t h q deadstations (from Davida Crabtree)

FROM ST. VINCENT DEPAUL PLACE
You are one of the 26 faith communities that contributed a total of $656 to our Community Assistance Program last year
(an average of $55 per month). This represents an increase of about $9 per month over 2008. (from Ron Krom, Director)

FROM A LOCAL FAMILY
Thank you so very much. Your love is so appreciated as was your Thanksgiving basket. It came at a time of
unemployment and a stage 4 cancer diagnosis for my step father. So once again my family thanks you.

TO OUR CONGREGATION

Thanks to your generosity our Pennies from Heaven program raised $48 in January for Haiti relief (this is in addition to the
funds given to the UCC request for Haitian relief). Money collected in the months of February and March will go to the
Haddam Fuel Bank.
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COMMITTEE NEWS

Christian Service
The Christian Service committee has received the following acknowledgements of gifts made in December and January:
Simply Smiles $721, Church World Service $35.76, Salvation Army $200, Habitat for Humanity $150.00, The Connection
$200.00, New Horizons Domestic Violence Services $200.00, The Children's Home, Cromwell $150.00, St. Vincent de

Paul $10.00, Mercy Shelter $200.00. St. Vincent de Paul for the Christmas Gift Giving program, Amazing Grace Food
Pantry for 845 food items, Read to Grow for 25 books, Haddam Public Health for 14 food baskets for Thanksgiving and
Pennies from Heaven.

TagSale: | t 6s not too soon to begi n chumphtagsae will beeSaturdan April 24ns pleager t i n
set aside items for the saleasyoufi nd t hem around the house. Remember, your
treasure. Look for more details in upcoming bulletins and newsletters. If you can help in any way, please speak to a
member of the Christian Service Committee.

REMINDER: Each month we send to Amazing Grace Food Pantry: 10 jars of spaghetti sauce, 10 boxes of cereal, 10 jars
of peanut butter and 10 cans of tuna. Please consider our hungry neighbors each week when you shop,

If you have saved receipts for food donations throughout the year and would like a receipt for the donation for your
taxes, Christian Service committee will provide you with this. Please check with a committee member.

PENNIES FROM HEAVEN will benefit the Haddam Fuel Bank for the February/March collection. Thank you for helping
with this mission project.

BRAINSTORMING? At our last meeting we discussed some new ideas for outreach fund raising including adding dinner
to the Apple Festival, creating a Church Cookbook for sale, or perhaps holding a wine and cheese cocktail party. We are
looking for your ideas as well. And please let us know of potential new recipients of our outreach efforts whom we may
have overlooked in the past.

CROP WALK | t ndtgoo early to mark your calendars for the fall crop walk which will be Sunday Oct. 3.

Diaconate

Flowers A new sign up calendar for 2010 is now set up in the vestibule. If you would like to celebrate a special occasion,
please sign up. Thank you to Laurie Malone for all the work in organizing Sunday flowers.

St Vincent DePaul We will be serving dinner at St Vincent DePaul on Sunday April 4™ The diaconate is looking for
volunteers to help make meals and serve meals. Please contact Kristin Battistoni if you are interested in helping out.

Easter Flowers Keep watching the bulletin and newsletter for information on Easter flowers. Please contact Laurie
Malone or Kristin Battistoni if you have any questions.

Caring Connection If you are interested in helping prepare a meal or in delivering a meal, please let Kristin Battistoni
(Kristin.battistoni@att.net) know. This program is available to all members of the congregation. If you would like a meal
delivered, please talk to Pastor Michael or Kristin. Please let us know if you or someone you know would like a meal
delivered.

Visitation If you would like to receive a visit from the pastor or know of someone who is in need, please contact the
church office or sign up in the church vestibule. If you are signing up a friend, please make sure they are aware they will
be receiving a visit before you sign them up.

New Directory Our new directory is up and running! The link is available on our church website. If you do not have a
password, please log on and sign up. You cannot access the directory without a password. We can change your picture if
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you do not like the one provided. Also, please check all your contact information to make sure it is up to date. In case
you need it, our website is www.haddamcongchurch.org.

Large Print Bulletins Did you forget your glasses? Large print bulletins as well as large print bibles are available. If you
would like large copies of hymns, please let us know. Ask a deacon for a copy if you are interested.

Lights If you are the last one in church please make sure all the lights are off completely. Some lights are on a dimmer
and need to be Aclickedodo off.

Laity Sunday Our lay service is going to be held on March 7". Please join us.

Stewardship

AiFrom Jesusd fullivesds gwackraupomegr ace. 0

Our first 2010 official meeting of the Stewardship Committee was held Thursday, February 11" 1 was re-elected Chair
but we are still without a fifth member. Anyone who might be interested in joining our committee is encouraged to contact
me via the following e-mail: cynbad52@comcast.net.

Our closing numbers for the 2010 membership commitments is 57 pledging units for a total of $112,273.00. Thank you so
much for your generosity and continued support of our faith community, the First Congregational Church of Haddam. This
total could change somewhat as we have spoken with a couple of members who are planning to make commitments very
soon and we are glad to hear that. Truly, we are then only a couple of units behind last year and our support has

broadened in total dol I ar s. This is again due to your ger
word.

If you recall, with the support and encouragement of our Interim Minister, on February 222009, we instituted
envel opeo. This idea was generated in our committee with

not support all the items in the budget and there were many areas of our spiritual life that we did not want to lose due to
lack of funds. We set separate goals for each category (some rather steep) but all in all the campaign was very effective
and we collected a total of $6,048.95. The breakdown is in the annual report. Again your commitment and generosity
was not surprising but much appreciated for the well being of our church life.

This year of 2010 is no different when it comes to areas of the budget not being funded so we have chosen five categories

and will institut e our 2@®Invefd@mpeerSundayo”. Wa hafeedbsignated the tHrd Sunday of each
month as figreen envelope Sunday o0 of $10008. Her are thescategorias we loopel yeuc t i v
will support with open hearts: The Chur chdés Wi der $300®; Christian Sergiae ggbal: $2,500); The FCCH

Family Assistance Program (goal: $1,500); Christian Education (goal: $500), and the Endowment (goal: $3,000). We will

talk about these categories on various green envelope Sundays.

It is the inherent responsibility of the Stewardship Committee to help our Prudential Committee and the church at large to

reach our collective goal of not funding the annual budget via our endowment, but instead to fund the budget with
financial commitments from our membership and friends and use the endowment, as was intended, to maintain the
viability of our facilities making our churchdés spiritual
supporting or participatingin s ome way i nh one or more of our churchds ma
capability to serve on a committee, sing in the choir, knit prayer shawls or baby blankets, teach Sunday school, help with

our youth programs, or contribute to the fund-raising for the greater good of those outside our church community who

need us. The bottom line is that, in reality, each one of us is the life of this church. If we believe that there is an important
mission alive and at work in our church we will give generously of our time, talent, and treasure.

Respectfully, Scott Thompson, Chair
GREEN ENVELOPE: STEWARDSHIP COLLECTION ON 2/21/10
Stewardship- Family Assistance $75.00
Stewardship- Wider Mission  $290.00
Stewardship- Endowment $60.00
TOTAL $425.00
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TREASUREROS REPORT

January 2010

The following reports show the January 2010 Income & Expenses i Budget vs. Actual and the January 31, 2010 Balance
Sheet. There is not a lot to talk about this early in year. The only unusual item is the $50,000 Special Gift for Capitol
Repairs. Detailed Financial Statements will be reviewed by the Prudential committee and the Church Council and are
available to any member on request.

Respectfully submitted, Alan E. Ortner, Treasurer

Income & Expenses i Budget vs. Actual
January 2010

Jan 10 Budget $ Over Budget % of Budget
Ordinary Income/Expense
Income
Pledges 10,344.13 12,341.27 -1,997.14 83.8%
Loose Offerings T08.75 48713 221.62 145.5%
Endowment Distributions 0.00 5,000.00 -5.000.00 0.0%
Special Gifts 1,735.00
Total Income 12,767.88 17,828.40 -5,040.52 71.7%
Expense
Expenses-Operating 296288 547249 -2.489.61 54 5%
Salaries 10,513.00 11,133.16 -620.16 94 4%
Total Expense 13,495.88 16,605.65 -3,109.77 81.3%
Met Ordinary Income -708.00 1,222.75 -1.930.75 -57.9%
Other Income/Expense
Other Expense
Flow Thru Accounts 286.99
Prior Year Expenses A77.50 477.50 0.00 100.0%
Total Other Expense 764.49 477.50 286.99 160.1%
Net Other Income -764.49 -A77.50 -286.99 160.1%
Net Income -1,472.49 74525 2,217.74 -197.6%
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Balance Sheet
January 31, 2010

Jan 3,10

ASSETS
Current Assets
Checking/Savings
Checking
Citizens Bank Restricted Saving

12912
04,288.71

Total Checking/Savings

Other Current Assets
Petty Cash

04,305.83

116.25

Total Other Current Assets

118.25

Total Current Assets

Fied Assets
Capital Repairs to Church
Capital Repairs to Lewis House

04,512.08

725.00
41,039.48

Total Fixed Assets

41,784.48

TOTAL ASSETS

106,276.56

LIABILITIES & EQUITY
Liabilities
Current Liabilities
Other Current Liabilities
Payroll Liabilities
Restricted Funds (in Savings)
Capital Repair Fund

Special Gift
Capital Repair Loan - Endowment
Capital Repair/Contingency Fund

Total Capital Repair Fund

Christian Education
Kiducation
Mursery Care Fund
Special Stewardship Carryover
Todd Kinney Memorial Youth Fund
VBS

Total Christian Education

Deaconate
FCCH Family Assistance Fund
Flower Fund
Food Pantry
Kitchen
Special Memorials

Total Deaconate

Endowment Donations
Haddarm Bulletin
Music
Music Memaorials
Special Organ Work
William Bauer

Total Music

Prayer Shawl Group
Veterans of the Cross

-32.40

50.000.00
25.000.00
2028036

05,289.28

8325
3L1ED
648.00

2,320.00
188.02

383097

3145
TE4.40
404
605.00
2.827.07
4097288

640.00
75.00

B58.20
500.00
3500

1,393.20

50.00
622.00

Total Restricted Funds (in Savings)

106,853.19

Total Other Current Liabilities

106,820,792

Total Current Liabilities

106,820.72

Total Liabilities

Equity
Retained Earnings
Net Income

106,820.72

1,123.28
147248

Total Equity

-344.22

TOTAL LIABILITIES & EGUITY

106,276.56

March 2010




Christian Education

* % % % %X

All - you - can - eat

Spaghetti Dinner
March 27 "

5:30T1 7:00 p.m.
$8.00 adults, $5.00 child,
$25.00 max/family
All proceeds will go towar d a scholarship fund for the UCC NE
Youth 13Ut E@=2t=ptjOttTtY=ZYe63Uc=03rU=YeoelUc=¢?6

Overlook Farm trip in October.

* K % Kk %

Souper Bowl of Caring
" Our youth joined young people throughout the country in collecting money in soup pots on

SupeBowl Sunday. The Souper Bowl of Carin
God...and |l ove our neighborso. Their ef:
Vincent DePaul Soup Kitchen in Middletown. Thank you for your continued suppibiis of

annual collection.

Safe Church Training Session
Sunday, March 1
11:30 a.m.
Trinity House

Communion Education
Communion education will take place during Sunday school
class time for children in the first grade and up. Thank you to
the members of thBiaconate for teaching the K througH 3

grade class.

@0
@Z\.)!(}QQ@
k@&%@%@"@ e 23{1\" Al P
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Christian Education

Program Change: Chi | dr en6s S u d"dwithyrehearsal on Maye!6 The dume B&ervice
will be followed by an ice cream sotia

Confirmands Learn about

Homelessness
Our Confirmands and High School youtgarned
about homelessness in our community on January
30-31 when they gathed with 10 other UCC
churches in the Middlesex Association. Rather than
spending a Saturday nighturted up at home
watching TV, theymet and listenedo speakers
who work with the homeless in our stasagagel
in Bible Study,atea meal typically served in soup
kitchens, and then spetime sleeping outdoors in a
makeshift shelter. On Sunday, Januaty theyled
our congregation in worship and shdreéheir
reflections. We colleed winter coats, warm
clothes, toiletries, towels, sheets and blankets,
nonperishable food, and money to give to agencies
that work with the homeless.

Confirmands and thé& mentors will attend services at Congregation Beth Shalom Rodfe Zedek in Chester &
6:45 pm on March 12.

FCCH Youth are Boston Bound! June 24 June 27, 2010

The UCC New England Regional Youth Event for 2010 is going to be at Boston University this Ifg@au
will be in 9" grade and above and would like to go to this event or would simply like more information, pleas
see Nancy Soneson or contact -Haddam@atteet. t he chur cho

, Silver Lake Conference Center Summer Camp
/ Registration now open!
: Silver Lake, located in Sharon, CT, is a camp ministry run by the Connecticut Conferenc
, Q/ of the United Church of Christ. It has been offering top quality camping experiences with ¢
@cjumh faith component for children enter gr.ades 4 t.hrotlghfor many years. Registration_
§ Ca P information is posted on the CE bulletin board in Fellowship Hall and on the Connecticut
=== Conference websiteyww.ctucc.org

Hei fer International s Overl ook Farm
October 871 10, 2010
Come experience Heifer Internatiorfmsthand FCCH will be taking a group of youth
and adults this fall to participate in the Global Gateway Program at Overlook Farm. All
those interested {grade and up) should see Nancy &won for more information.
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Christian Education
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The Middle School Youth Group served lunchatSt. Vioent De Paul 0
Soup Kitchen on February 6".

(Missing from photo are Kevin Hunt and Nancy Sonesor).

MSYG March Activities
March 7 1 Meeting at Killingworth CongChurch, 4:00 p.mi. 5:30 p.m.
March 21i Pool Party at HKHS Pool, nodn2 p.m.

Reminder: Next CE Meeting is scheduled foMarch 14" at 9:00 a.m.

April newsletter deadline isnoon, March 24
12




