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WHAT’S UP?                         WHAT’S NEW? 
DAYLIGHT SAVINGS 

TIME! 
Before you go to bed on 
March 7, set your clocks 
ahead.  More daylight! 

Yeah!!!! 
 

 
March 1 

1
st

 Sunday in Lent 
Worship 10:00 am 

Genesis 9:8-17 
Psalm 125:1-10 

Romans 4:13-25; 
Mark 8:31-38 

 
March 8 

2
nd

 Sunday in Lent 
Worship 10:00 am 

Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16; 
Psalm 22:23-31; 
Romans 4:13-25; 

Mark 8:31-38 
Amistad Sunday 

Daylight Savings begins 
 

March 15 
3

rd
 Sunday in Lent 

Worship 10:00 am 

Exodus 20:1-17; 
Psalm 19; 

1 Corinthians 1:18-25; 
John 2:13-22 

Baptism 
 

March 22 
4

th
 Sunday in Lent 

Worship 10:00 am 

Numbers 21:4-9; 
Psalm 107:1-3, 17-22; 

Ephesians 2:1-10; 
John 3:14-21 

Guest from Habitat:  
Joyce Yarrow 

 
March 29 

5
th

 Sunday in Lent 
Worship 10:00 am 

Jeremiah 31:31-34; 
Psalm 51:1-12; 

Hebrews 5:5-10; 
John 12:20-33 

 

 
Saturday,  
March 7th  

Scrapbook Event 
  

Crop „til You Drop 
A community wide Scrapbooking 
Event to raise money to support, 
among other things, our SHYG Faith 
Formation Trip, will be held in 
Fellowship Hall on March 7

th
 from 9:00 

a.m.– 8:00 p.m.  Organize your photos 
into a memory album and make all 
your holiday cards! 

(More details on Page 4) 
 
 
. 

 
 
 
 

Winter VBS 
 

Monday Evenings 

March 9 – March 30 
6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. 

 
We’ll be ―trading places‖ with kids from 

around the world! 
(More details under CE) 

 
GETTING YOUR NEWSLETTERS? 

We have gone ―green‖!  To save 
postage and the environment, we are 
now sending the newsletter 
electronically—new format for easy 
online reading.  If we do not have your 
email address, please send it to our 
office at FCC-HADDAM@ATT.NET.  If 
you wish to continue receiving a printed 
copy of this newsletter, please contact 
the church office (345-2742).   
 

 

 
 
 
 

MAUNDY THURSDAY,  APRIL 9: 

7:30 TENEBRAE 
 

GOOD FRIDAY, APRIL 10: 
7:30 

 
EASTER, APRIL 12: 

SUNRISE SERVICE 6:00 
HADDAM MEADOWS 

BREAKFAST TO FOLLOW AT FCCH 
 

10:00 WORSHIP 
FOLLOWED BY EASTER EGG HUNT 

 

 

 
 
 

 
SPECIAL INVITATION! 

 
The FCCH congregation  

is cordially invited  
to a special coffee hour  

and art show 
hosted by Pastor Blundon  

Sunday, Mar 22, 2009 
immediately after worship 

in Fellowship Hall 
 

Please come,  
enjoy art done by folks you know 

 and spend some special time with 
Robin and other friends  
from our Community. 
No RSVP required; 
Just bring yourself! 

 
(for more on the art show, see p. 2) 

 

mailto:FCC-HADDAM@ATT.NET
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REFLECTIONS FROM THE VALLEY SHORE 
The best laid plans…I want very much to meet and know all the people in the community here at the First Congregational 
Church of Haddam; still, I’ve missed some of you when I have stopped by to visit.  I have thought about what more I can 
do to be in contact with you, and during Lent, I plan to try a few new things.   
 
First is an invitation to all of you to come to the church for a very special coffee hour and art show which I would like to 
host.  This will be a special time of gathering on March 22, 2009.  Let’s take time to visit over a cup of tea or coffee, relax 
together and enjoy the artistic talents of those among us. 
 
Second, I ask you to think about a specific time we might visit—anywhere you name. I know how busy many of you are, 
so I invite you to find a time when we could share a few minutes whether that’s at home, at lunch, or over a cup of coffee 
or tea near your place of work.    I am eager to hear about your experiences at FCCH, your life, and about the little things 
outside church that make up our day-to-day lives.  If you want me to suggest a time, I will be setting aside future Sunday 
and Tuesday afternoons, as well as Tuesday evenings for visits.  Please call; I’d like to get to know you better 
(rjblundon@yahoo.com or 860-575-9082). 
 
Each of you is important to me.   I feel the power of the spirit here and want to learn how God is (or is not) touching your 
life.  I want to be here for you in whatever way I can.  I am inspired by your faith and dedication.   
 
I look forward to sharing the coming journey of Lent.  I look forward to sharing this walk to the cross ….  
Come walk with the rest of us at FCCH!  Come share worship on Sunday mornings!  Come share our worship time 
together during Holy Week at our Maundy Thursday and Good Friday evening services!  Come share the love of God and 
God’s great gifts!   
 
Peace and Blessings, 
Robin  
 
 

 
When you are hospitalized, you or your family members should notify the church as soon as 
possible.  Upon admission to the hospital, you will be asked if you desire to have your religious 
affiliation as part of your medical record, and for permission to make your name available to 
clergy.  Please state both your denomination and church name. 
 

 
CHURCH FAMILY NEWS 

Please pray for Jan Berry’s daughter Rhonda Gardner; Don Berry; Nate Wilkos; Andrew Purdy; Roger Butler; Peter;  
Cherylann Hunt’s Uncle Charlie.  We also remember Rev. Davida Crabtree, Rev. M. J. Hinchliff and Robyn Sparks 
who are undergoing breast cancer treatment.  And we pray for those who are struggling with the issues of aging:  Ed 
and Jan Ortner; Greg Nicholas’s father; Jackie Anderson; and Jo Baldwin.  Also, please pray for someone whose 
cancer has returned and those about to undergo surgery. 
 
Please let us know if someone in your family or within our congregation has something special to celebrate so we may 
include it in our ―Family News‖ section. 
    

Church Family Art Show 
Everyone, children and adults alike, are invited to submit art for our FCCH art show to be held in the Fellowship Hall on 
March 22 at coffee hour.  This opportunity provides a venue other than the fridge door or walls inside your own home to 
show off work you or your children have done—painting, photographs, sculpture, quilting, whatever.  Please put names 
and ages on the back of kids’ work and names on adult work so we can make display cards and be sure these treasures 
are properly returned to you.  Robin is looking for volunteers to help set up the show.  Speak to Robin if you have any 
questions.  We look forward to seeing the talents of those among us. 

mailto:rjblundon@yahoo.com
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY! 
 
The following children and youth will be celebrating a birthday this month: 

 
Julie Faust March 2 
Alison Halligan March 7 
Jillian LaRosa March 16 
Robert Maynard March 18 
Ryan Maynard March 19 
Daniel LaRosa March 23 

 

 
As we all know, kids are not the only ones who enjoy birthday celebrations!  Please let the church office know the date of 
your birthday or wedding anniversary so we can put it in the newsletter and celebrate the good news together.  (fcc-
haddam@att.net or 345-2742) 
 

MILESTONES 
 

BIRTHS. 

Dylan James, grandson of Joyce and Alan Ortner, was born healthy and happy on January 23. He weighed 8 pounds, 3 
ounces and was 21 inches long. This is the first child for parents Jeremy and Emily Moskites of Newington.   This is the 
Ortners’ 2

nd
 grandson. 

 
Mackenzie Pierce was born on Friday, February 13 to parents Kristine and Franklin Pierce.  Mackenzie weighed 8 
pounds 6 ounces.  She, her parents, and her grandparents are all doing just fine.  Congratulations to all of them! 
 

 

Men’s Club  

March 11th  
7:00 p.m.  ~  Trinity House 

We’re looking for a few good men between the ages of 18 and 110!!  If you fit this description, then please join us for out 
next Men’s Club meeting.  This club combines fellowship with civic events.  For more information, please contact Mark 
Soneson or the church office.   

 

. Adult Discussion Groups 

 
We have been attending both Adult Discussion Groups since the current session started last fall.  Yes, sometimes it’s a 
drag for working folks to get out for another activity in the evening, but we have really enjoyed both of the sessions, and 
feel that our time has been well spent.  The first session was Dave Ramsey’s Financial Peace University.  It is a DVD 
based program that provides some pretty basic personal financial advice.  Although we are both of retirement age now, 
some of the advice provided reminded us of things we should have been doing for years.  This program would be even 
more helpful for younger folks.  The current session is now complete, but Robin is possibly planning to start another one 
this spring.  We would recommend it to everyone. 
 
The second is also a DVD bible-based series called Living the Questions that provides a refreshing, interesting 
perspective on many different religious topics.  The spokesmen are a group of scholars from a wide variety of religious 
backgrounds.  This discussion group is co-led by Rev. Blundon and Rev. Max Olmsted of the Higganum Congregational 
Church.  One word of caution:  if you’re a biblical literalist, this program is probably not for you.  This second series has 

mailto:fcc-haddam@att.net
mailto:fcc-haddam@att.net
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begun for spring, but each session stands on its own, so anyone could join now and enjoy the remainder of the programs.  
See Pastor Robin if you are interested in either of the Living the Questions groups.  The next session of Living the 
Questions will begin after Easter and will meet on Thursday afternoons at 1:30 pm at Higganum Congregational Church 
and Sunday after worship here at FCCH.                   John & Liz Anderson 

 
3

rd
 Annual 

Scrapbooking Event 
Saturday, March 7th, 2009 

9:00 a.m. – 8:00 p.m.  ~  Fellowship Hall 
 
“Crop „Till You Drop!” is a community wide fund raiser to support among other things, the 
Senior High Youth Group Summer Faith Formation Trip.  Several consultants will be available 
and hosting instructional workshops on scrap booking and card making. 
 
Please contact Cherylann Hunt if you are interested in participating (345-8954).  The cost is 
$30. (Lunch is included.) Please provide contact information (phone number and email 
address) with your check made payable to FCCH and send to PO Box 215 Haddam, CT 
06438.  Please write ―Scrapbook Event‖ on the check memo and on the outside of the 
envelope.   

 
Patricia Bjorling 

to be Associate Conference Minister for Generosity Ministries 
  
The Connecticut Conference has called Patricia R. Bjorling of Virginia and Hawaii as its first Associate Conference 
Minister for Generosity Ministries, effective April 1. In her new role, Ms. Bjorling will work to help local churches and the 
entire Conference discover and implement new ways to enlist financial support for their ministries that better suit the 
present day.  
  
Ms. Bjorling, who goes by the nickname of Patsy, has 30 years of experience in the field of nonprofit development and is a 
2004 M.Div. graduate of Dubuque Theological Seminary.   Ms. Bjorling currently serves as Director of Stewardship and 
Development for the Episcopal Diocese of Virginia and is In Care of the Oahu Association of the Hawai’i Conference of 
the United Church of Christ. From 1995 to 2000, she served as Development and Planned Giving Consultant for that 
Conference. In prior positions with schools, universities and a museum, she led development efforts and, in the case of 
the Durham Western Heritage Museum in Omaha, served as the campaign manager for a $60 million capital campaign. 
Her background also includes academic work in English and in archives management.    
  
The Generosity Ministries position was created to enable the Conference to work with local churches in adapting their 
giving programs to current best practices. Conceived last spring, the position is strategically crucial for the churches at this 
moment in time, given the economy. ―That is the reason we went ahead and filled the position even though there are 
signs of decline in Our Churches’ Wider Mission, the giving program that supports such work,‖ commented Dr. Crabtree.    
  
Ms. Bjorling will also work with the Now for the Future Campaign and encourage churches and individuals in their  
giving to the wider Church.   
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GRINDERS FOR GRACE 
 

The Italian American Civic Order and St. Francis of Assisi Church are once again making meatball grinders to benefit 
Amazing Grace Food Pantry.  Order your grinder by March 19 for April 2 pick-up or delivery.  Please support Amazing 
Grace in this fun way.  Order forms can be found in the vestibule of FCCH or call 860-930-3447. 

 
 

EMERGENCY FOOD BANK 

 
The Haddam Food Bank is available to any residents of Haddam who find themselves in an emergency situation without 
food for short periods of time, perhaps due to unemployment, unpaid medical bills or other financial difficulty.  Each 
person will be given nine items of food per day for a period of three days.  These items are chosen by the Public Health 
Coordinator and not by the individual.  Consideration is given to the ages of the recipients and any food allergies.  Food 
may be issued no more than three times to any individual without the approval of a member of the executive board.  Any 
person or family who is in need of long term assistance will be referred to the CT Dept. of Social Services for food stamps, 
or to the Women-Infant and Children’s Program or to other types of help.   If you need this service, call 345-4621. 

 
Offering Envelopes:  If you are in need of offering envelopes, there are extras in the church vestibule.  If you 

have any questions about this, please speak to Patti Blodgett or June Lamoureux. 
 

Church/Activity Cancellations 
 

With a bad winter still upon us, there may be need to cancel church activities or worship.  Please tune in to WFSB TV 
(CBS, channel 3) in Hartford or WTIC (1080 AM) on your radio for announcements. 

 

COMMITTEE NEWS  
 

Church Council 
The 309

th
 Annual Meeting took place on January 25

th
 followed by a luncheon in Fellowship Hall.  The by-laws were 

amended to increase membership of the Stewardship Committee to five and the Christian Service Committee to eight.  
Also, responsibility for pastoral salary administration and performance evaluation was shifted from the Pastoral Relations 
Committee to a panel consisting of the chairs of the Church Council, Diaconate, and Pastoral Relations Committee.  The 
Nominating Committee’s slate of committee members and officers was elected.  Greg Nicolas gave a budget presentation 
and the congregation voted to approve the budget and authorize an endowment withdrawal. 
 
On Sunday, February 15

th
, our first ―all committee‖ meeting took place after worship.  Over thirty people attended.  The 

objective was to coordinate activities between committees and to brainstorm ideas for events and fundraisers.  It was a 
lively meeting and resulted in lots of good ideas.  You will be hearing more about these ideas soon.  We need to line up 
events on the calendar, find co-leaders and volunteers for each, and begin the detailed planning.  Laura Porter organized 
a wonderful luncheon that followed the meeting.  We plan to hold similar meetings two or three times a year. 

 

Diaconate  
Large Print Bulletins Did you forget your glasses? Large print bulletins as well as large print bibles are 

available. Ask a deacon for a copy if you are interested. 
 
Many members and friends of our Congregation are coping with recent loss or illness; we ask that you keep 
them in your prayers. Please contact Amy Purdy at 345-2146 if you are willing to make a meal, and/or if 
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you are willing to deliver a meal on behalf of the Caring Connection. In some cases, there may be dietary restrictions 
for some in need of meals, so please contact Amy or Kristin Battistoni 345-3783 if you have any questions. Meals may be 
left in the Trinity House freezer, but should be labeled with a description, cooking instruction and the date prepared. 
Please let Amy or Kristin know if you have left a meal. Many thanks for all your help! 
 
Visitation 
If you would like to receive a visit from the pastor or know of someone who is in need, please contact the church office or 
sign up in the church vestibule. If you are signing up a friend, please make sure they are aware they will be receiving a 
visit before you sign them up.   

 

Christian Service 

The Christian Service committee met to distribute the remaining funds on behalf of the entire congregation. Last year’s 
money was sent the Church World Service, New Horizons Women’s Shelter, Haddam/Killingworth Youth and Family 
Services, Mercy Housing Shelter, Salvation Army, Eddy Shelter, St Vincent de Paul Place, Back Bay Mission, Middlesex 
Hospital Chaplaincy, and 8 gift cards were purchased for the gift program at Youth and Family Services.  
 
Many of you do hands-on mission activities throughout the year. It would be interesting to share this with others in the 
congregation. We would like to hear from you. 
 
In January, we gathered as a group to start to plan fellowship activities for the new year. What would you like to see 
done?  Please let us know and so we can plan an event.  
 
May your New Year be full of hope and miracles.      Christian Service Committee 

 

Search Committee 
Just a short note to let you know that, as I said on a recent Sunday, we are back on the job.  We are in the process of 
reviewing profiles in our possession as well as evaluating ministerial profiles that have come our way over the past few 
weeks.  Eventually we will reach a point where we will begin to have interviews with candidates of interest to us and follow 
up with visitations.  As always, please don’t hesitate to speak with committee members if you have concerns or questions 
about the  process.  
 Committee Members:  John Anderson, Michael Battistoni, Cherylann Hunt, Diane Klare, Gene Porter, Brian Purdy, 
Walter Zilahy, John Edmondson, Chair. 
 

Stewardship 
―The World of the Generous Gets Larger and Larger‖ 

 
Our new committee met on February 4

th
 and it was a joy to have two more members joining us.  With renewed energy we 

have come up with some ideas to make stewardship more visible on a regular basis and to help to decrease shortfalls in 
our annual budget. 
 
To update you, our current pledge total is $107,970 and that is from 61 pledging units.  So our numbers have improved 
and everyone that we have been in contact with has been responsive to the church’s needs. 
 
The Sunday prior to this publishing we will begin one of our new adventures in stewardship.   Stewardship will be 
identified by a bright green envelope and the envelope will have several categories and check boxes that can be marked 
by each of us who wish to contribute to one of the special categories.  The envelopes will be distributed once a month 
before service for a special collection.  The monies will go toward the category of your choosing to fill in the budget 
shortfalls.  As stated in the bulletin on the 8

th
 it costs $960.95 per member to operate the church per year.  It costs 

$586.72 per day to pay all operating expenses.  These numbers are calculated on a 210 member basis.  We hope this 
information may help you to better understand the numbers that create the budget. 
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We know that in these difficult times for folks that we will be working year round to meet our obligations but as a 
committee we will also look forward to finding a new and exciting theme for next year’s campaign which will come later in 
the year.  Thank you to all who have and continue to support our church and remember that stewardship can be many 
things.  Your financial commitment is deeply appreciated but any and all of our church committees or special events would 
love to have your time and talent to make our community more inclusive, diverse and exciting.  New ideas are always 
welcome so join in our church community any way that you are able.  See you at services. 

Respectfully, Scott B. Thompson, Stewardship Chair 
 

 
 
 
 

Treasurer’s Report 
First Congregational Church of Haddam 
Treasurer’s Report thru January 31, 2009 
 
Income 
Pledges   9,434 
Loose Offerings         264 
Endowment            10,000 
Rent     3172 
Total Income            22,870 
 
Expenses 
Operating Expenses 6,096 
Salaries  7,953 
Total Expenses           14,049 
Net Income  8,821 
 
Assets 
Checking  9,136 
Restricted Savings 9,416 
Petty Cash     101 
Current Assets           18,653 
Lewis House Repair     40,314 
Total Assets            58,967 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Liabilities 
Payroll Taxes     144 
Capital Repair Loan     25,000 
Capital Repair Fund     16,589 
Restricted Funds           2,934 
Total Liabilities           49,875 
Equity              9,092 
Total Liab & Equity      58,967 
 
Shown are the actual Income and Expenses for January 
2009. It is too soon to spot any trends or deviations from 
the Budget. The first $10,000 was provided by the 
Endowment to ensure adequate working capital. The 
Coop has prepaid the Rent due thru June. Detailed 
Financial statements are available upon request. 
 

Respectfully submitted, Alan E. Ortner, Treasurer. 
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Christian Education 
 
 

Children’s Winter Program 
           March 9th – March 30th 
                     Monday evenings  

                    6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. 
 

Weôll begin our adventure with dinner and then weôre off traveling the world!  You can come for one evening or all of 
theméthe choice is yours! 

 
Travel Dates and Places: 
March 9

th      
Mexico 

March 16
th      

China 
March 23

rd      
Poland 

March 30
th      

Kenya 
 

This new program is for children ages 4 – 5
th
 grade.  Register by calling the church office 

at 345-2742.  The cost is $5.00 for each Monday or $15.00 for all four Mondays, with a 
family maximum of $20.00.  Dinner, crafts, and Passport Praise CD included with registration. 

 
 

Rotation Model Sunday School 
On March 1st , the children will start the Sunday School rotation, The Walk to Emmaus.  During this 
rotation series, the children will participate in the following workshops:  Art, Cooking, Science, and 
Games.  Thank you to the following teachers and assistants:  Sue Craffey, Lynn Halligan, 
Cheryl Hotkowski, Jordan Dole, Nick Duval, and Greg Duval. 
 

 

Children’s Lenten Project 
March 1, 2009 – April 12, 2009 

During Lent, the Sunday school students are participating in a special Lenten Offering project called “Fill the Ark”.  
Money from this collection will go to Heifer Project International.  Collection banks and calendars will be given to each 
family starting March 1

st
 and can be picked up in Fellowship Hall.  Children are reminded to bring back their bank on April 

12
th
 for a dedication.   

 

              Sunday Nursery Coverage 
For Safe Church purposes, we need to have an additional adult or teen in the nursery room from 9:45 a.m. – 
10:15 a.m. each Sunday morning.  If 52 of us could volunteer for one half-hour slot, we would be able to 
completely staff the nursery for the full year.  Once the Sunday school children come in for their classes, you 
are free to return to the sanctuary for worship.  The sign-up sheet  is located in Fellowship Hall. 

 
 

Communion Education 
Sunday, March 29th 

Communion education will take place during Sunday school class time for children in the first grade and up. Thank you to 
the Judy Kimball and Steve Bull from the Diaconate for teaching the Kindergarten through Third Grade class.  Children 
and youth in first grade and higher are then invited to share communion with their families on April 5

th
. 
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Souper Bowl of Caring 
Our youth joined young people throughout the country in collecting money in soup pots on Super 
Bowl Sunday.  The Souper Bowl of Caring is a simple effort to ―love the Lord our God...and love our 
neighbors‖.  Their efforts resulted in $129.24 being raised for the St. Vincent DePaul Soup Kitchen in 
Middletown.  Thank you for your continued support of this annual collection. 

 
Congratulations to Blair Craffey, the winner of January’s candy jar!  
                                  
The youth group is sponsoring an ongoing fundraiser located in the Fellowship Hall.  Each month a large jar 
of candy will be available for one lucky individual to win.  The winner will be announced at the end of each 
month.  For only $1.00 a guess – all those goodies could be yours!  The money collected so far this year is 
helping to send some of our Middle School youth group members to Silver Lake! 
 

 

MSYG 
 March 8

th
   – Meeting at Killingworth Congregational Church, 4:00 p.m. – 5:30 p.m. 

 March 27 – 29 – Silver Lake Maple Sugaring Conference 
 

SHYG 
 March 8

th
   – Meeting at Haddam Youth Center 

 March 22
nd

   – Meeting at Haddam Youth Center  
 March 29

th
   – Meeting at Haddam Youth Center 

 
 
 



 

 

  

 
March 2009 

 
 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
10:00 Worship 
Communion 

Prayer 
Shawl 
Ministry mtg 
7:00 TH 

 Christian Ed. 
mtg. 7:30 TH 

Choir 7:30 S  9:00 am—8:00 
pm 
scrapbooking 
event 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 
10:00 Worship 
MSYG 4:00 Killing. 
Cong  
SHYG 7:00 HYC 

Winter VBS 
5:30-8:00 
FH/LH 

Chris. Serv. 
Com. Mtg.  
7:00 TH 

Stew. Com. 
Mtg. 4:00 TH 

Prudential mtg. 
7:00 TH 
Choir 7:30 S 

  

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 
10:00 Worship 
Baptism 

Winter VBS 
5:30-8:00 
FH/LH 

St. Patrick’s 
Day 

Church Council 
7:00 TH 

Choir 7:30 S   

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 
10:00 Worship 
Guest from Habitat 
SHYG 7:00 HYC 

Winter VBS 
5:30-8:00 
FH/LH 

  Choir 7:30 S Silver Lake 
maple syrup 
weekend 
MSYG 

Silver Lake 
maple syrup 
weekend 
MSYG 

29 30 31     
10:00 Worship 
Silver Lake maple 
syrup weekend 
MSYG 
SHYG 7:00 HYC 

Winter VBS 
5:30-8:00 
FH/LH 

  Choir 7:30 S   

 

S  Sanctuary  N     Nursery 

F H  Fellowship Hall SS    Sunday School 

TH  Trinity House HYC Haddam Youth Center 

LH  Lewis House MSYG Middle School Youth Group 

SHYG  Senior High Youth 
Group 

HCC      Higganum Congregational Church 


