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WHAT'S UP? WHAT'S NEW?

January 3, 2009
Epiphany
Worship 10:00 am
Jeremiah 31:7-14;
Psalm 147:12-20
Ephesians 1:3-14;
John 1:1--18

January 10
Baptism of Christ
Worship 10:00 am

Isaiah 43:1-7;
Psalm 29;
Acts: 8:14-17;
Luke 3:15-17, 21-22

January 17
2nd Sunday after Epiphany
Worship 10:00 am
Isaiah 62:1-5;
Psalm 36:5-10;
2 Corinthians 12:1-11;
John 2:1-11

January 24

3rd Sunday after Epiphany

Worship 10:00 am
Annual Meeting after Worship
Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10;
Psalm 19;
2 Corinthians 12:12-31a;

Luke 4:14-21

January 31
4™ sunday after Epiphany
Worship 10:00 am
Jeremiah 1:4-10;
Psalm 71:1-6;
1 Corinthians 13:1-13
Luke 4:21-30

ANNUAL MEETING
The 310"  annual
meeting of the First
Congregational Church
of Haddam will take
place on Sunday,
January 24. Please be
there for this significant
meeting in the life of our
congregation

YOUTH MISSION TRIP

On December 10, 2009, three of our
high school youth, along with three
confirmands worked at the Amazing
Grace Food Pantry unloading trucks
filled with canned goods for the needy
in Middletown. Those who worked
were Jordan Dole, Emma and Gunnar
Soneson, Erika Nicholas, Logan
Craffey, and Julie Faust. Working
alongside them were Greg Nicholas,
Deb Duval, Pastor Michael and Laurie
Malone.
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A NOTE FROM THE PASTOR

In 1994, two Americans were invited by the Russian government to teach morals and ethics in their prisons, at
their businesses, fire and police departments and even at a large orphanage. They were also told they could teach
from the perspective of their faith. The experience of these two in the Russian orphanage proved to be particularly
illuminating. According to one of them, there were about 100 boys and girls in the orphanage, children who had been
abandoned, abused and left in the care of a government-run program.

One of the men tells the following story of what happened when the holiday season approached and it was
time for the orphans to hear--for the first time--the traditional story of Christmas. "We told them about Mary and Joseph
arriving in Bethlehem," he says. "Finding no room in the inn, the couple went to a stable, where the baby Jesus was
born and placed in a manger”. Throughout the story, the children and orphanage staff sat in amazement as they
listened. Some sat on the edges of their stools, trying to grasp every word.

Then they gave the children small pieces of cardboard and pieces of felt to create their own crude manger scene.
He reports "The orphans were busy assembling their mangers as | walked among them to see if they needed any help.
All went well until | got to one table where little Misha sat - he looked to be about 6 years old and had finished his
project. As | looked at the little boy's manger, | was startled to see not one, but two babies in the manger.”

"Quickly, | called for the translator to ask the lad why there were two babies in the manger. Crossing his arms in
front of him and looking at his completed manger scene, the child began to repeat the story very seriously. For such a
young boy, who had heard the Christmas story only once, he related the happenings accurately--until he came to the
part where Mary put the baby Jesus in the manger.

Then Misha started to ad lib. He made up his own ending to the story as he said, 'And when Mary laid the baby in
the manger, Jesus looked at me and asked me if | had a place to stay. | told him | have ho mamma and | have no
papa, so | don't have any place to stay. Then Jesus told me | could stay with him. But | told him | couldn't, because |
didn't have a gift to give him like everybody else did. But | wanted to stay with Jesus so much, so | thought about what
I had that maybe | could use for a gift. | thought maybe if | kept him warm, that would be a good gift. So | asked Jesus,
‘If | keep you warm, will that be a good enough gift?’ And Jesus told me, ‘If you keep me warm, that will be the best gift
anybody ever gave me.’ So | got into the manger, and then Jesus looked at me and he told me | could stay with him -
for always.'

"As little Misha finished his story, his eyes brimmed full of tears. The little orphan had found someone who would
never abandon nor abuse him, someone who would stay with him - for always."

We call Jesus by the name Emmanuel, which means "God is with us." We have a Messiah with us:

When the cancer biopsy comes back positive, instead of negative.

When the final exam is marked with an "F," rather than an "A.

When the spouse of 15 years stomps out the door, and doesn't return.
When the late-night long-distance call communicates a death, not a birth.
When the pink slip comes rather than the expected bonus.

In all these depressing, discouraging, and disillusioning situations, our Lord is with us as Emmanuel, God with
us. We're never completely without companionship or support, as long as there are two babies in the manger. In this
Christmas season we have journeyed to the manger and met the Christ Child, but not all have. You probably have a
neighbor, a friend, a relative or a coworker who is in need of the Messiah, and you have the opportunity to tell them
about the story that gives you hope, joy, peace and love, even in difficult times.

Our challenge as Christians is never simply to stay close to Jesus and to enjoy his forgiveness, warmth,
comfort and peace. We also need to tell the world why we are choosing to be one of two babies in the manger.

Happy New Year,

Pastor Michael

Note: My schedule has changed from this past fall. My days off are now Friday and Saturday.
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY!

The following children and youth will be celebrating a birthday this month:

Anna Mercier January 2 Alexander Thompson January 21
Alyson Campbell January 6 Mitchell Stack January 24
Melissa Thompson January 12 Nora Homicki January 28
Andrew Nichols January 20 Colton Soneson January 30

CHURCH FAMILY NEWS

Please remember the following in your prayers this month: Bill Malone, Martha Halligan, Carroll Kann, former
conference minister and his wife Joyce, Joan Rigoulot, Ed Rigoulot, Peg Corcoran, Scott, Carrie, Carol, Michael
Zimmerman, Ella Christianson, Matt Looney, Elaine Soneson, the Berry family, Rhonda Gardner, Andrew Purdy,
Beth and her son James, Rev. Davida Crabtree, Rev. M. J. Hinchliff, Rena, Robyn Sparks, Peg Widegren and Jackie
Anderson.

The church also received Christmas greetings from Bernadine and Harvey Reed, now living in Paris Arizona, who
asked to be remembered to the congregation at FCCH.

Please let us know if someone in your family or within our congregation has something special to celebrate so we may
include it in our “Family News” section.

EFCCH HAS GONE GREEN(ER)

In November, FCCH received a single stream recycling dumpster (next to the old one and marked “single stream
recycling”). In addition, a few new recycle cans have been distributed in the vestibule of the Sanctuary and the
Fellowship Hall with appropriate signs for this purpose. Please put cans, plastic & glass bottles, newspapers, Sunday
bulletins, etc. into these single stream recycling containers. Don’t, however, put trash into these, only clean
recyclables. Thanks. We're on the road to a “greener” church.

When you are hospitalized, you or your family members should notify the church as soon as
possible. Upon admission to the hospital, you will be asked if you desire to have your
religious affiliation as part of your medical record, and for permission to make your name
available to clergy. Please state both your denomination and church name.

/Nembers 4
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EMERGENCY CANCELLATION NOTICE

With winter upon us, it's wise to review the church’s policy on church activity
cancellations. If the weather is bad, you can check for cancellation notices of FCC-
Haddam events by watching WFSB TV (CBS, channel 3) in Hartford or by tuning in
WTIC (1080 AM) on your radio.

OF] THE WEATRER GUTSIE 15 FRIGHTRLL 3




The Good News January, 2010

Treasurers Report
January through November 2009

Through November we are ahead of budget for Income. Pledges and Loose Offerings are over $9000 ahead of
budget, but we don’t know if they will actually end the year ahead. Operating Expenses are slightly above budget. Most
committees are below budget on their expenditures, but Repair and Maintenance of our facilities is over budget.
Salaries are slightly under budget, but this is offset by the extra expenses for Organist Substitutes, which shows up in
the Music budget. The Balance Sheet shows no significant changes. We are still showing the repairs to the Lewis
House as an Asset and the Loan from the Endowment as a Liability. Detailed Financial Statements are regularly
reviewed by the Prudential committee and Church Council and are available to any member on request.

Respectfully submitted, Alan E. Ortner, Treasurer

Income & Expenses i Budget vs. Actual
January through November 2009
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Balance Sheet
November 30, 2009

Now 30, 09
ASSETS
Current Assets
Checking/Savings
Checking T,167.33
Citizens Bank Restricted Saving 8,383.27
Total Checking/Savings 15,540.60
Other Current Assets
Petty Cash 116.25
Total Other Current Assets 116.25
Total Current Assets 15,656.85
Fixed Assets
Capital Repairs to Lewis House 40,314 48
Total Fixed Assets 40,314 .48
TOTAL ASSETS 55,971.33
LIABILITIES & EQUITY
Liabilities

Current Liabilities
Other Current Liabilities
Payroll Liabilities 5R3.03
Restricted Funds (in Savings)
Capital Repair Fund

Capital Repair Loan - Endowment 25.,000.00
Capital Repair’Contingency Fund 19,089,386
Total Capital Repair Fund 44 039 36
Deaconate
FCCH Family Assistance Fund G2.00
Flower Fund 404.21
Food Pantry 394 04
Special Bulletins 599
Special Memorials 2,338.08
Total Deaconate 3,208.22
Music
Music Memorials 858.20
Special Organ Work 500.00
William Bauer 150.00
Total Music 1,508.20
Prayer Shawl Group 50.00
Religious Education
Todd Kinney Memorial Youth Fund 2,320.00
Total Religious Education 2,320.00
Total Restricted Funds (in Savings) 51,175.78
Total Other Current Liabilities B1,733.81
Total Current Liabilities 51,733.81
Total Liabilities 51,733.81
Equity
Retained Earnings 27T
Net Income 4.184.75
Total Equity 4 237 52
TOTAL LIABILITIES & EQUITY 55,971.33
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COMMITTEES

Stewardship
December 16, 2009
“From Jesus’ fullness we have all received grace upon grace” (John 1-16)

This month’s report will be brief as we will have a full review of the year and our stewardship numbers in our
annual report in January.

To date we have received 50 commitments of the 62 received in total last year. We have $107,093.00 in
those 50 commitments which, on an average, makes each giver more generous than last year. We have sent letters
to those who have not as yet returned a commitment card to the church and we will follow that up in later January
with phone calls. As well we have sent thank you letters to each and every person or family that has committed for
2010.

We continue with our green envelope campaign. It has been quite successful and we believe that is
because folks like to give periodically to support certain line items or programs that they feel particularly drawn to.
To date we have collected $5,647.95. Each category listed on the green envelopes will continue until we meet our
goal and as the calendar year turns your contributions will remain targeted in those areas you have supported.
Thank you for all that you do!

Scott B. Thompson, Chair, Stewardship Committee
Diaconate

Christmas Flowers Thank you to everyone who supplied the church with poinsettias. They were beautiful! Thank you
to Laurie Malone who coordinated with Running Brook Farm in Killingworth.

Deacons of the Month Please check the bulletin for our new program. Two deacons’ phone numbers will be listed as
well as Pastor Michael’s to ensure there is someone available in case of an emergency. Please feel free to contact any
deacon with any comments or concerns you have.

Caring Connection Meeting If you are interested in helping prepare a meal or delivering a meal to someone who due
to special circumstances could use this help, please let Kristin Battistoni (Kristin.battistoni@att.net) know. This
program is available to all members of the congregation, if you would like a meal delivered, please talk to Pastor
Michael or Kristin. Please let us know if you or someone you know would like a meal delivered.

Visitation If you would like to receive a visit from the pastor or know of someone who is in need, please contact the
church office or sign up in the church vestibule. If you are signing up a friend, please make sure they are aware they
will be receiving a visit before you sign them up.

New Directory Our new directory is up and running! The link is available on our church website. If you do not have a
password please log on and sign up. You cannot access the directory without a password. We can change your
picture if you do not like the one provided. In case you need it, our website is www.haddamcongchurch.org.

Large Print Bulletins Did you forget your glasses? Large print bulletins as well as large print bibles are available. If
you would like large copies of hymns, please let us know. Ask a deacon for a copy if you are interested.

Lights If you are the last one in church please make sure all the lights are off completely. Some lights are on a dimmer
and need to be “clicked” off.

Laity Sunday Please watch the bulletin for opportunities to participate in the service on March 7" I you are interested
in helping in any manner, including the sermon, please contact Kristin Battistoni 860-345-3783.



http://www.haddamcongchurch.org/

Christian Education

2009 Christmas Pageant

On Sunday, December %3 the Sunday school
children presented the Christmas musical,
Christmas Cargl during the monmg worship.
Thank you to all the children and youth that
participated in this wonderful gift you give
each year to the congregation.
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The CE committee would like to thank everyo
who helpedwith the pageanpreparationsand
with the Christmas péar that followed.

A special thank yoto Liz Anderson for
directing the pageant amebecca
Degnanfor directing the Youth Chair

N\ Rotation Model Sunday School
\ On Januani 0", the children will start the Sunday School rotatibiary
( L & Martha. During this rotation series, the children will participate in the
; following workshops: Art, Cooking, Drama & Video, and Bible Skills &
%R/’llgnﬂrtm } Games.

Teacherdos Meeting
There will be a meeting for all teachers and assistants for the rotdaon & Martha,
on Sunday, January%at 9:30 a.m. in the Lewis House.

Hat and Mitten Tree
This yearés hat and mitten coll ection
donated items.
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on



Christian Education

Middle School Youth Group
Januaryl0" i Meeting at Killingworth Congreafion, 4i 5:30 pm
We will be making gifts for our trip to the Nursing Home.
Januar24™ i Nursing Home4:00i 5:30 p.m., Chester
February 81 Souper Bowl of Caring Service Blitz at St. Vincent De Paul
February 71 Souper Bowl of Caring cadkction

Other Youth News
On January 30ten area churches will be working together to raise awaseafes
Homelessness in Middlesex County. Sleeping outdoors and in cardboard boxes, our high
school youth and confirmands will be learning about the plight of the homeless in our
community. On the following Sunday they will share with us in worship whatthey
learned. Donations of toiletries, sheets, towels, blankets, warm clothing or cash can be
made.

Calling all Senior High & 8" Gr ade Yout hé.
We would love to send you to the 2010 UCC New England Reg¥tmah Event
Al nsi de Out Outside I n: OFIJo@%FaBbgtIocOur Way
University. If you would be interesting in going, please talk to either Pastor Michael or
Nancy Soneson or send them an email. Registration for the eventatarsyd5".




Christian Education

Confirmation Class Schedule for 2010
Regular Sessions (held 11:30 AM after worship)

2009
1) December 27 & January 31 No Session (Chri Breaklas/ New Ye

2010
2) January 107 Make up Session including Chapters 9-11: (Higganum)
a) End of Christian Beliefs Section: keep on working on statement of
faith
b) The Christian Way of Life (& Outline of the Christian Year)
c) The Christians Care for Others T Witness & Service (Missions)

3) January 17 — Christians Care for Themselves

4) January 24 — The Story of the Christian Church

5) January 31 - What Protestants Believe (Luther, Calvin, Zwingli)
(Haddam)

6) February 71 The Story of the United Church of Christ (Higganum)
7) February 1471 Spring Break?

8) February 20 — The Story of Our Congregational Churches

9) February 287 The United Church Statement of Faith (Haddam)

10) March 5 — The Church Service of Worship

11) March 127 Trip to the Synagogue

12) March 21 - The Sacraments (with help from the Deacons)
(Higganum?)

13) March 28 — The Church as Teacher ( & a look at our Colleges and
Universities)

14) April 4 — Easter

15) April 11- Easter Break?

16) April 18 — The Church as Missionary (Haddam)

17) April 25- - My Decision - What Will It Be? Why Do | Need the
Church? (Higganum)

18) May 2 - Why Does the Church Need Me? (a question of your serious
involvement)

19) May 9 — What Does Confirmation Mean: work on creeds and confirmation
service.

20) May 16- REHEARSAL (mutual sharing after)

21) May 23— CONFIRMATION/PENTECOST




