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WHATO0OS UP?

February 1
4™ sunday after Epiphany
Worship 10:00 am
Deuteronomy 18:15-20;
Psalm 111;
1 Corinthians 8:1-13;
Mark 1:21-28

February 8
5" Sunday after Epiphany
Worship 10:00 am
Isaiah 40:21-31;

Psalm 147: 1-11, 20c;

1 Corinthians 9:16-23;
Mark 1:29-39

Racial Justice Sunday

February 15
6" Sunday after Epiphany
2 Kings 5:1-14;
Psalm 30;
1 Corinthians 9:24-27;
Mark 1:40-45

February 22
Last Sunday after Epiphany
2 Kings 2:1-12;
Psalm 50:1-6;
2 Corinthians 4: 3-6;
Mark 9: 2-9

IMPORTANT!!!

We ar e goi ng
save postage and the
environment, we will now be
sending  the newsletter
electronically. If we do not
have your email address,
please send it to our office at
FCC-HADDAM@ATT.NET. If
you wish to continue
receiving a printed copy of
this newsletter, please
contact the church office.
Keep in mind that we will no
longer have a bulk mail
permit and will need to mail
newsletters first class.

Sunday, February 1%

Souper Bowl
of
Souper Bowl Carmg
of Caring

(see page 6)

Sunday, February 22"
Mardi Gras
Brunch

See page 6
for more details.

PANCAKE BRUNCH

Ash Wednesday Worship

February 25" 2\ |
6:00-6:30 p.m. 3%

ASH vy
(Please read the article on page 3
for more information.)

Togr eeno

Worship  Service
Thursday, April 9 th
7:30 p.m

Saturday,
March 7"
Scrapbook Event
Crop o6til You
A community wide Scrapbooking

Event to raise money to support,
among other things, our SHYG Faith
Formation Trip, will be held in
Fellowship Hall on March 7" from 9:00
T 8:00 p.m.

Organize your photos into a memory
alboum and make all your holiday
cards!

(More details on Page 3)

Seandard Publishing

Winter VBS

Monday Evenings
March 91 March 30
6:00 p.m. 7T 8:00 p.m.

We 6 | ftradingeplacesowith kids from
around the world!

(More details under CE)

WHATO0OS NEW?

D |
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REFLECTIONS FROM THE VALLEY SHORE

Catching up on the news the other day, | was
struck by two distinctly different stories of the human
experience. The first story shocked me: a husband
and father apparently murdered his wife and five
children who were under the age of 9. The man had
lost his job with a Kaiser Permanente Hospital in West
Los Angeles and saw violence as his only way out of
troubled | was numb.

The second news story, also in southern
California, was about a family celebrating the joy of
birth. The doctors, at a Kaiser Permanente Hospital in
Bellflower, California, a town near LA, made their
astonishing announcement that, for only the second
time in US history, octuplets had successfully survived
birth. That both stories were linked in some way to the
large medical conglomerate in the west, Kaiser
Permanente, as well as to towns near LA, is purely

coincidental. Still that fact somehow invited
comparison between the two events..
Two families geographically near to one

another; both forever changed in dramatic but
disparate waysd death and life. We will never know
why one father saw only despair and one mother only
delight in the face of tough timesd according to news
reports, she plans to breast feed all 8! How are we to
respond to such news stories? The world is an
amazing place requiring amazing grace to survive.
Thank God, we have one another; thank God we have
Jesus.

At FCCH, most of us believe we have a good
deal to celebrate. As | put together my annual report, |
was struck by how many things we have to celebrate
here with good spirit and positive energy in spite of
|l i febs unexpeclihe@s, e baptaedk s .
babies, confirmed our youth, cared for one another in
times of illness and death, participated faithfully in
many outreach programs, learned about the world from
guests like Bryan Nurnberger and Pam Garner, we
worshiped with the Valley Bible Evangelical Free
Church for the first time and offered two adult
di scussion groups. I 6d
midst the climate of change which has been part of this
congregationés | ife over t
be encouraged by this.

As we | ook towar ds t
more new ideas for events in the next year. The world
is presently in a period of serious change and
uncertainty. How can we help one another and the
larger community? Can we help a friend find the
peace we find in worship by inviting someone to a
church service or event?

say

he

he

Val entineds Day is fast a
always fun to focus on romantic love on this day set
aside for such things, why d
spiritual love of the bridegroom who has given
everything for the sake of humanity. Consider a family

celebration on Valentinebs D
types of love: romantic, fraternal, maternal, paternald
l ove of the whole worl d. Re
fFor | was hungry, and you gave Me something to eat;
| was thirsty, and you gave Me something to drink; I
was a stranger, and (Matthew | nv
25:35)

Let 6s al l find new ways t

to everyday life, new ways to connect with people in
our church, new ways to reach out to our community.
Life changes so fast we must be always ready to step
up and share the message of compassion and love
that Jesus taught.

Blessings,

When you are hospitalized,
you or your family members
should notify the church as
soon as possible. Upon
admission to the hospital,
you will be asked if you
desire to have your religious
affiliation as part of your medical record, and for
permission to make your name available to clergy.
Please state both your denomination and church
name.

/hefnémq
OL(BG"?)( m

CHURCH FAMILY NEWS

we are holding our own
We ask that you remember in your prayers April,
MizifeBel Petel’ Naty QVAkobs RogerV\Butles, lyg u | d
Baldwin, Robyn Sparks, Andrew Purdy, Rhonda
Gatyner, CGROSyICTIrRmMd eHunt 6s U
Rev. Davida Crabtree and Rev. M. J. Hinchliff who
are both undergoing breast cancer treatment.

Please let us know if someone in your family or within
our congregation has something special to celebrate
so we may include it in our A
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY!

The following children and
youth will be celebrating a
birthday this month:

Jennifer Vaccaro February 1
Andrew Purdy February 7
Katherine Dole February 10
Ben Steinhelper February 17
Emily Hotkowski February 26
MILESTONES

GONE TO ETERNAL LIFE
Gary Lawrence Cushing

/ (T

February 25"
6:00 p.m. - 6:30 p.m.

On February 25" at 6:00 we will have a half-hour
service to begin the Lenten season. The service will
feature singing, prayer, communion, and the imposition
of ashes (for those desiring to participate in that ritual).
The service will be child friendly and parents are
encouraged to have their children participate. As you
begin your Lenten discipline this year, let it begin with
this special worship.

Mendods Club

February 11"
7:00 p.m. ~ Trinity House
Wedr e
18 and 110" If you fit this description, then please join
us for out next Maisdub cohinesh
fellowship with civic events. For more information,
please contact Mark Soneson or the church office.

|l ooking for a fewsgfood

Living The Questions
Bible Study

We gather on Tuesday evenings at 7:30 p.m. in the
Trinity House and on Thursday afternoons at 1:30 p.m.
at Higganum Congregational. For more information on

this study, please see Pastor Blundon. All are welcome.

39 Annual

Scrapbooking Event

Saturday, March 7, 2009
9:00 a.m. 1 8:00 p.m. ~ Fellowship Hall

ACrop
community wide fund raiser to
support among other things,
the Senior High Youth Group
Summer Faith Formation Trip.
Several consultants will be
available and hosting
o— - instructional workshops on
scrap booking and card making.

Tell your friends and reserve your place now! An
advance payment of $30 is due by Feb. 17. (Lunch is
included.) Please provide contact information (phone
number and email address) with your check made
payable to FCCH and send to PO Box 215 Haddam, CT
06438. Pl ease write
memo and on the outside of the envelope. Cherylann
Hunt will be coordinating this event and is in need of
assistance. If you would to help or have questions,
please contact her at 345-8954.

ENERGY ASSISTANCE

TWO SOURCES FOR HEATING ASSITANCE:

The Connecticut Energy Assistance Program (CEAP)
benefits thousands of homeowners and renters
throughout the state. With heating oil prices expected to
toB] %d'a Saﬁoﬁ,wr?e State Fstrb%mnirgggt(? distribute a

record $84 million this winter to more than 90,000

mec%ﬁnbcﬂcgt‘ households of low-income families, the

elderly and the disabled. CEAP has already begun
taking applications and delivering fuel. It can take as
long as 45 days to process an application, so if you need
help and believe you may qualify, apply soon. In the
Middletown area, phone the Community Renewal Team,
Inc. at 347-4465, ext. 223 04 224.

6Ti |l |l isYaou

i Geck apb
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Haddam Emergency Fuel Bank The
Haddam Emergency Fuel Bank is available
A to Haddam residents who are in a crisis and
‘ are in need of emergency help with the cost
of heating their home. The source of heat
may be oil, electric, coal wood, gas or pellets. The
yearly allotment is $350 and is sent directly to the fuel
vendor. Fuel Bank funds may be accessed only once
per year per household. If you want more information,
please call the Haddam Public Health office at 345-4621.
If you would like to contribute to the fuel bank you can
send a check made out to Haddam Emergency Fuel
Bank, C/O Liberty Bank, Bridge Street, Haddam, 06438.

EMERGENCY FOOD BANK

The Haddam Food Bank is available to any residents of
Haddam who find themselves in an emergency situation
without food for short periods of time, perhaps due to
unemployment, unpaid medical bills or other financial
difficulty. Each person will be given nine items of food
per day for a period of three days. These items are
chosen by the Public Health Coordinator and not by the
individual. Consideration is given to the ages of the
recipients and any food allergies. Food may be issued
no more than three times to any individual without the
approval of a member of the executive board. Any
person or family who is in need of long term assistance
will be referred to the CT Dept. of Social Services for
food stamps, or to the Women-l nf ant and
Program or to other types of help. If you need this
service, call 345-4621.

Offering Envelopes: If you are in need of
offering envelopes , there are extras in the church
vestibule.

Church/Activity Cancellations

With a bad winter already upon us, there may be need to
cancel church activities or worship. Please tune in to
WFSB TV (CBS, channel 3) in Hartford or WTIC (1080
AM) on your radio for announcements.

A Kind Thank You

Ron Krom, Director of St. Vincent de Paul Place and
Amazing Grace Food Pantry, has sent a thank you note
for our
outreach project always in our minds. It feels so good to
help.

recent gi ft to Amazi

COMMITTEE NEWS

Diaconate

TLIAR MALL
Ut THANK YOu!
TR YOUL NGO NG s

| would like to thank Bim Christianson, Ursula Hunter,
Jeanne Messick and Chris Williams for their many years
of dedicated service to the Diaconate. They will be
missed.

Large Print Bulletins Did you forget
your glasses? Large print bulletins as well
as large print bibles are available. Ask a
deacon for a copy if you are interested.

mm
VAN TE 47
Caring Connection
Many members and friends of our Congregation are
coping with recent loss or illness; we ask that you keep

them in your prayers. Please contact Amy Purdy at
345-2146 if you are willing to make a meal, and/or if

Chyoll drk ®iMiRgSto deliver a meal on behalf of the

Caring Connection.

In some cases, there may be dietary restrictions for
some in need of meals, so please contact Amy or Kristin
Battistoni 345-3783 if you have any questions.

Meals may be left in the Trinity House freezer, but
should be labeled with a description, cooking instruction
and the date prepared. Please let Amy or Kristin know if
you have left a meal. Many thanks for all your help!

Visitation

If you would like to receive a visit from
the pastor or know of someone who is in
need, please contact the church office or
sign up in the church vestibule.

If you are signing up a friend, please
make sure they are aware they will be receiving a visit
before you sign them up.

ng Grace.

Letds keep that
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Christian Service

The Christian Service committee met to distribute the
remaining funds on behalf of the entire congregation.
Last year® money was sent the Church World Service,
New Horizons Womenés Shel
Youth and Family Services, Mercy Housing Shelter,
Salvation Army, Eddy Shelter, St Vincent de Paul Place,
Back Bay Mission, Middlesex Hospital Chaplaincy, and 8
gift cards were purchased for the gift program at Youth
and Family Services.

Many of you do hands-on mission activities throughout
the year. It would be interesting to share this with others
in the congregation. We would like to hear from you.

In January, we gathered as a group to start to plan
fellowship activities for the new year. What would you
like to see done? Please let us know and so we can
plan an event.

May your New Year be full of hope and miracles.
Christian Service Committee

Treasurer 6s

First Congregational Church of Haddam
Annual Treasurerds Report
At the January 2008 Annual Meeting of the Congregation
a budget was approved with budgeted income of
$207,344.90 (including up to $30,000 of extra
endowment distributions) and budgeted expenses of
$205,104.22. The actual income was $197,979.62
(including only $10,000 of extra endowment
distributions) and the actual expenses were $194,473.56
(plus $2,179.70 of prior year expenses as expected and

budgeted.)

We were able to pay all invoices due by year end but we
were only able to fund one half of the budgeted amount
for the Capital Repairs and Contingency Fund.

Actual Income received from the Endowment was the
$47,531 regular Endowment allotment plus $10,000 of
the $30,000 extra, which was approved. The Actual
Income from Loose Offerings was $19,139.54 (more
than double what we budgeted and more than double
what we received last year.) The Actual income from
Pledges was $113,751.09 (very close the budgeted
amount of $114,364.)

er

R e

or

Operating expenses were $72,674.92 (slightly above
budget) and Salary expenses were $121,798.64 (well
below budget.) The significant differences from budget
were as follows: Pulpit Supply (for substitute pastors
during HReduariiioh foml Rev. ToadMe Reb Felundon)
Heating Oil (partly because we started paying on a
budget plan mid-year); and Repairs and Maintenance
(we only funded one half of the Capitol Repairs and
Contingency, Lawn Care was considerably less, as was
Misc. Repairs.) The Interim Pastor Salary was below
budget also due to the transition period.

The Restricted Savings account appears to have grown
considerably, but this is due the borrowing of $25,000
from the endowment for Capitol Repairs to the Lewis
House. A total of $40,314.48 was spent, as shown on
the Asset side of the Balance Sheet. This amount offsets
the $50,108.02 shown as Restricted Funds in Savings to
leave an actual Restricted Funds in Savings of
$9,793.54.

As a church we continued to support many outreach
programs. This included budgeted amounts of $1,220 for
the Connecticut Conference, $183 the Middlesex
s@cll éti on and $2,500 for
It also included special collections of $529 for One Great
Hour of Sharing, $130 for Neighbors in Need, $120 for
the Amazing Grace Food Pantry, $467 for the East
Haﬁld@rg Congregational Church, $923 for the Wilcos
Fami a%d $277 for Veterans of the Cross. The
Christian Service Committee, Deaconate and Religious
Education Committee Annual Reports will detail the
many other outreach programs that we supported.

Monthly reports on Revenue and Expenses vs. Budget
were provided regularly to the Church Council and the
Prudential Committee. Periodic Reports were provided to
committee chairpersons with budget items. Summary
reports were also printed in the Church Newsletter. We
continue to employ a bookkeeper to process payroll and
submit all tax payments and reports. The bookkeeper
also reconciles the bank statements each month. This is
all expected to continue for the next year.

Alan E. Ortner
Treasurer

Ou
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Christian Education

Thank you to Val Williams for her SO u per BOW' Of Cari n g

six years of service on the CE
Committee and her continued

support of all our CE programs. //

SO
BeWIL:

Rotation Model Sunday

SChOO.I : Sunday, February 1, 2009
an Marcz 1st, ﬂ;]e clhlldren' will Stﬁrt Our youth will be joining young people throughout the
the Sunday School rotation, The country in collecting money in soup pots on Super Bowl

Wal.k to Emmau_s. . ) Sunday. The Souper Bowl of Caring is a simple effort to
During this rotation series, they will Ailove the Lord our God. . .and

participate in the following workshops: Art, Cooking, mone . .
. X ; y collected will be donated to the St. Vincent
Drama & Video, and Bible Skills & Games. DePaul Soup Kitchen in Middletown.

Sunday School Offering
Each Sunday, an offering is collected at the beginning of
Sunday school classes. Last year, the students donated
$465.00 which went toward helping support Heifer
International. The money will be used to purchase one
water buffalo, one llama, and two honeybee hives.

A Middle School Youth Group Fundraiser

ar ) Grag

Pancake Brunch

| Sunday, February 22nd|

immediately following worship

Adults: $5.00 Child: $3.00

Advanced ticke! sales during coffee hour of
pay at the door.
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Silver Lake Conference Center
Summer Camp Registration

now open!
Silver Lake, located in Sharon, CT, is a camp ministry
run by the Connecticut Conference of the United Church
of Christ. It has been offering top quality camping
experiences with a faith component for children enter
grades 4 through 12 for many years. Registration
information is posted on the CE bulletin board in
Fellowship Hall and on the Connectuicut Conference

website, www.ctucc.org.

5 : Can you guess how many
4 I pieces of candy are in the jar?
If so, win the jar!
@ The youth groups are sponsoring an
ongoing fundraiser located in the
Fellowship Hall. Each month a large jar of candy will be
available for one lucky individual to win. The winner will
be announced at the end of each month. For only $1.00
aguess i all those goodies could be yours!

Youth Group News

MSYG
1 February 8" i Bowling, Old Saybrook
Lanes. 11:30 a.m. 1 3:00 p.m.
Permission forms required.
1 February 22" i Mardi Gras Pancake
Brunch Fundraiser, 11:15 a.m. -1:00

p.m.
SHYG
1 February 8" i Meeting at Haddam
Youth Center

1 February 22" i Meeting at Haddam
Youth Center

Newsletter

DEADLING

Marchoés Deadline
is February 11™ (as e-mail word
attachment if possible please).

f

o

r

S

!



http://www.ctucc.org/

Vacation
Bihie School

Monday evenings, 6:00 pd8:00 p.m.
March @ March 31, 2009

We 6 making sure passports are stamped and visas are
ready for travel!!l called Tmaeling
Places is about to begin. Kids will visit exotic places
where they will meet children from around the world,
learn about their culture, play their games, taste their
food and | earn what it woul
them.

difference

Fou Mondaysé a ichaiigeng adventure

{1 EXplorestories of Bible heroes who traded one place in life for another

1 Imagine what it would be like to trade places with kids from around the
world

N Discoverat Jesus really does make a world of difference!

Each Monday will start with dinner at the International FoodCourt,
followed by storytelling, crafts, games,music and much more!

Week #1060 March 90 Be Loyal (Mexico)
Week #20 March 160 Be Ready (China)
Week #3060 March 23 6 Be Brave (Poland)
Week #4 06 March 30 0 Be Changed (Kenya)

Trading Places is for children ages 4 years old to 5" grade. Registration begins February
1st and the cost is $5.00 for each Monday or $15.00 for all four Mondays, with a
maximum of $20.00 per family. Dinner, crafts, and Passport Praise CD are all included
with registration. Call the church office for fast and easy phone registration, 345-2742.

First Congregational Church of Haddam, 905 Saybrook Rd., Haddam, CT 0643374345

d

b



February 2009 S

Sanctuary N Nursery
FH Fellowship Hall SS  Sunday School
TH  Trinity House HYC Haddam Youth Center
LH  Lewis House MSYG Middle School Youth
SHYG Senior High HCC  Higganum Congregational
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
10:00 am worship, LTQ 7:30 FCCH LTQ 1:30 FCCH
communion Choir 7:30 S
Toni Smith Guest
Minister
Souper Bowl of
Caring
8 9 10 11 12 13 14
10:00 worship LTQ 7:30 FCCH Menés CIl ulfLTQ1:30FCCH
MSYG 1 Bowling TH Choir 7:30 S
11:30-3:00 March
SHYG 7:00 Newsletter
meeting at HYC Deadline!
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
10:00 worship LTQ 7:30 FCCH LTQ 1:30 FCCH
Council meeting Choir 7:30 S
after worshipd all
invited
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
10:00 worship LTQ 7:30 FCCH LTQ 1:30 FCCH
MYSG i Mardis Choir 7:30 S
Gras Brunch 11:00
FCCH
SHYG 7:00 mtg. at
HYC




